
Think BIG! Each unit focuses on a big idea that connects reading, 

vocabulary, writing, and new literacies for a full six weeks. Children 

explore one aspect of the concept each week, scaffolding learning 

for all and preventing gaps in conceptual understanding. Learning 

to read becomes the basis for learning to think.

“Build your unit around one idea with  
power, an idea that helps learners make  

sense of otherwise isolated content.”

Grant Wiggins
Author, Understanding by Design

www.authenticeducation.org/bigideas/

Paired Selection  
Support the Concept 

Oral Vocabulary 
Discuss the Concept 

Writing  
Write About the Concept 

New Literacies 
Explore the Concept from a New Perspective

invisible 
pretending
deceiving

Concept Talk 
Thought-provoking videos get children 
talking about the concept.

scaffold
How can I build content equity and focus on meaning?

Can you always believe 
what you see?

Main Selection  
Develop the Concept 

Is there an explanation 
for everything?

Content
Equity




